Introduction

About the Report
This report is based on a unique dataset (see the methodology on page 26). Dr. Brian J. Grim, president of Religious Freedom & Business Foundation and a member of the World Economic Forum's Global Agenda Council on the Role of Faith, oversaw the research. Dr. Phillip Connor, an independent researcher, constructed and analyzed the dataset.
The project employs the best economic and religion data available (see methodology) to present a global view of the shape of future faith and economic change. The project does not aim to provide a direct causal link between religious behavior and economic practices. Instead, it seeks to connect selfidentified religious affiliation with economic environments around the world. In this way, religion and religious change is neither analyzed as a causal force leading to economic change nor is economic change analyzed as a causal force in religious change. Instead, the analysis provides a global perspective of how the relative size and economic power of religious groups occur today and how these dynamics are expected to change in the near-and long-term future.
Although data estimates were produced by researchers for this project, all estimates contained in this report relied on leading religious and economic indicators generated by other organizations described in the methodology. These include the Pew Research Center, the World Religion Database, the International Monetary Fund, the OECD, the United Nations, and various countryspecific census and survey datasets (see appendix on page 30).
Data limitations, assumptions and potential biases
The economic estimates by faith presented in this report are based on other estimates of religion and economics that have their own limitations and potential biases. For a deeper understanding of how the underlying data for faith and economics were shaped, please consult the methodologies of each organization's report, which are linked to in the methodology section of this report.
Projections in this report by religious grouping do not take into account potential narrowing or enlarging of economic inequality within countries. Such projections are non-existent. Consequently, projections of GDP ($PPP) assume that current income inequalities across religious groupings within countries will remain the same in the near and long-term future.
The data used in this project is assumed to be reliable and valid. However, projections of religious affiliation or GDP ($PPP) are uncertain estimates. This is why the bulk of the estimates presented in this report are based on short-term projections (2010 to 2020) rather than long-term projections (2010 to 2050). As in all projection work, it is the general direction of patterns that is more important than the actual estimates themselves.
The growing religious diversity -documented in this study -can be an economic strength if national and business leaders promote interfaith understanding, protect minority groups' human rights, and freedom of religion or belief, ensuring sustainable and peaceful development for all.
shifts, moving its population center from Europe and the Americas to the Sub-Saharan Africa and AsiaPacific regions.
Global economic change
At the same time, the world is undergoing a dramatic shift in countries holding economic power. Simply looking at GDP as a measure across countries since 1980 and projected to 2050, we can see the rise of new economies.
The United States, a majority-Christian country, continues to be a leading economic power in the years ahead. But new countries such as China, which is majority-religiously unaffiliated, and India, which is majority-Hindu and Indonesia, which is majority-Muslim, are also expected to be prominent economic players in the decades ahead. Thus, more religiously diverse economic influence means potentially a greater impact of religious diversity than in previous decades.
This report seeks to examine how different religious groups will grow both in population and their regional spread in the years ahead, and also how different religious groups will increase their economic power in terms of GDP at the disposal of the communities they live in. As religious groups and economies change in size relative to each other, so do the economic influence of religious groups comprising the majority of people living in those countries. Putting faith and economics together, we can see how projected economic changes occur alongside religious change and vice-versa.
Main takeaways of global religious and economic change, ordered by the size of religious groups in 2010
Christianity  The growth of the global Christian population is projected to be about the same rate as overall global population growth between 2010-2050.  The largest share of the world's Christians lived in the Americas as of 2010, while the largest share of Christians is expected to be in Sub-Saharan Africa by 2050. 
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Changing religion, changing economies -October 2015 -Religious Freedom & Business Foundation
 Economic growth among the global Christian population is expected to increase, but be significantly less than economic growth in the world as a whole.  In the years ahead, the global distribution of economic influence associated with Christian populations is expected to remain largely dominated by the Americas, with Europe slightly decreasing in influence and Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia-Pacific regions slightly increasing.
Islam
 The number of Muslims in the world is expected to nearly double between 2010 and 2050 and Muslims are expected to lead the world in population growth compared with other religious groups.  The largest share of the world's Muslims lived in the Asia-Pacific region as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Economic growth among the global Muslim population is expected to significantly outpace global economic growth.  India is expected to have the largest Muslim population of any country in the world by 2050, surpassing Indonesia.  In the years ahead, slightly more than half of the economic influence associated with Muslim populations is expected to be in the Asia-Pacific region, with India's economic overall growth also helping to add some to the global economic resources of Muslims.
Religiously Unaffiliated  The growth of the global religiously unaffiliated population is slowing at a much faster rate than global population growth.  The largest share of the world's religiously unaffiliated population lived in the Asia-Pacific region as of 2010 with over half of the entire world's unaffiliated people living in China. Population growth of the religious unaffiliated population in the Americas is expected to be substantially higher than growth in other regions of the world.  Economic growth among the global religiously unaffiliated population is expected to be on par with global economic growth in the years ahead.  The global distribution of economic influence associated with religiously unaffiliated populations is expected to grow in the Asia-Pacific region, with economic influence decreasing slightly in Europe and the Americas.
Hinduism
 The number of Hindus in the world is expected to grow by 400 million people between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to remain about the same share of the world's population in the decades ahead.  The largest share of the world's Hindus lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably India) as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Economic growth among the global Hindu population is expected to significantly outpace global economic growth, mostly led by the rising economy of India.  The vast majority of economic resources available to Hindus lies in India, but Hindus in the United States and the United Kingdom also contribute significantly to the global economic resources available to Hindus.
Buddhism
 The number of Buddhists in the world is expected to remain at nearly 500 million between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to decrease as a share of the world's population.  The largest share of the world's Buddhists lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably China) as of 2010; they are estimated to continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Despite the stagnation of population growth among Buddhists, economic growth among the global Buddhist population is expected to be on par with global economic growth, largely due to China's economic rise.  China and Japan jointly hold nearly all of the world's economic resources available to Buddhists, but this study estimates that Buddhists in the United States also contribute significantly to the global economic resources available to Buddhists.
Judaism
 The growth of the global Jewish population is slowing more quickly than the world overall; however, the number of Jews is still anticipated to be about two million more in 2050 than in 2010 (increasing from about 14 million in 2010 to slightly more than 16 million worldwide in 2050).  The largest share of the world's Jews lived in the Americas (mostly in the United States) as of 2010, while the largest share of Jews is expected to be in the Middle East-North Africa region (namely Israel) by 2050.  Economic growth among the global Jewish population is expected to increase, but be significantly less than economic growth in the world as a whole.  In the years ahead, the global distribution of economic influence associated with Jewish populations is expected to slightly decrease in the Americas with corresponding slight increases among Jewish populations living in the Middle East-North Africa region.
Other religions*  The number of people belonging to other religions in the world is expected to grow by about 30 million people between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to decrease as a share of the world's population.  The largest share of the world's other religious populations lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably China) as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Despite its slow population growth, economic growth among people belonging to other religions is expected to outpace global economic growth, largely due to China's projected economic growth.  China holds about two-thirds of the global economic resources available to other religions. * Other religions include religious traditions not covered elsewhere in this report. Data limitations prevent their individual analysis on a global basis. They are included, however, to account for all people worldwide, recognizing that the results have limited information for any one particular group. These religions include folk religions often identified along ethnic lines and sometimes mixed with local beliefs of other major religions. Examples of these folk religions include traditional African religions and Chinese ancestral belief systems. The other religion category also includes groups like Baha'i, Jainism, Shintoism, Sikhism and Taoism that do not have sufficient data to have their own category across most country censuses and surveys. GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, the United States population is majority-Christian; however, each religious group holds a share of the United States' GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
Global Change by Faith Groups
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with Christian populations is expected to remain largely the same between 2010 and 2020 with only slight changes. The share of global GDP at the disposal of Christian populations in Europe is expected to decrease only somewhat (39% to 35%) with corresponding slight increases for Christians living in the Asia-Pacific region (8% to 11%) and Christians in Sub-Saharan Africa (4% to 5%). For both 2010 and 2020, nearly half of global GDP at the disposal of Christian populations is found in the Americas, over a third is in Europe and smaller shares (mostly 10% or less) are held by Christians in AsiaPacific, Sub-Saharan Africa and Middle East-North Africa regions.
Top countries contributing to global GDP at the disposal of Christian populations are not expected to change significantly between 2010 and 2020. In 2010, the leading countries included the United States (11.2 trillion), Brazil (2.4 trillion), Germany (2.4 trillion), Russia (2.2 trillion) and Italy (1.8 trillion). In 2020, the leading countries of GDP at the disposal of Christian populations are expected to include the United States (16.3 trillion), Brazil (3.4 trillion), Germany (3.1 trillion) and Russia (2.9 trillion). Finally, Mexico (2.7 trillion) takes Italy's place in the top five in 2020. (Note, these figures are for the estimated GDP at the disposal of Christian populations in these countries. For instance, the total GDP of the United States in 2020 is projected to be over 22 trillion $PPP.)
Islam
 The number of Muslims in the world is expected to nearly double between 2010 and 2050 and is expected to lead the world in population growth compared with other religious groups.  The largest share of the world's Muslims lived in the Asia-Pacific region as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Economic growth among the global Muslim population is expected to significantly outpace global economic growth.  In the years ahead, slightly more than half of the economic influence associated with Muslim populations is expected to be in the Asia-Pacific region, with India's economic growth overall raising the global influence of economic strength among Muslims. India is expected to have the largest Muslim population of any country in the world by 2050, surpassing Indonesia.
Muslims include the two major branches of Islam -Sunni and Shia -as well as other Islamic groups. Estimates are based on censuses and surveys that ask respondents to self-identify their religion. Thus, the estimates do not indicate level of religious practice or religious beliefs, but religious affiliation with a religious group.
Muslim population growth and regional change
Muslims numbered nearly 600 million or about 15% of the world's population in 1970. By 2010, the world's Muslim population more than doubled to 1.6 billion people and grew to over 23% of the world's population, mostly because of larger fertility rates in majority-Muslim countries. Looking forward to 2050, the number of Muslims is expected to grow substantially to about 2.8 billion people and also grow as a share of the world's population to nearly 30% of the globe. As is expected for all major religious groups, the growth rate of Muslims is expected to decline, from about 1.8% annual growth between 2010 and 2015 to 1.0% annual growth between 2045 and 2050. Although the growth of Muslims globally appears to be slowing, it is still a much higher growth rate than the world's population as a whole which is anticipated to be only 0.4% by 2050. 
Muslim economic growth and regional change
Estimated global GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 85% (see chart), from an estimated 14 trillion $PPP to 25 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP is more than the global projected GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. A similar pattern of higher than global growth is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among Muslims expected to increase by 445% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, Indonesia's population is majority-Muslim; however, each religious group holds a share of Indonesia's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with Muslim populations is expected to remain largely the same between 2010 and 2020 with only slight changes. As shown in the chart, the share of global GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations in the AsiaPacific region is expected to increase only somewhat (53% to 55%) with corresponding slight decreases for Muslims living in the Middle EastNorth Africa region (34% to 32%) and Muslims in Sub-Saharan Africa (7% to 6%). For both 2010 and 2020, over half of global GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations is found in the Asia-Pacific region, about a third is in the Middle East-North Africa region and smaller shares (10% or less) are held by Muslims in Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe.
Top countries contributing to global GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations are not expected to change significantly between 2010 and 2020. In 2010, the leading countries included Indonesia (1.7 trillion), Iran (1.3 trillion), Saudi Arabia (1.1 trillion), Turkey (1.2 trillion) and Egypt (0.8 trillion). In 2020, the leading countries of GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations are expected to include Indonesia (3.6 trillion), Saudi Arabia (2.1 trillion), Turkey (2.0 trillion) and Iran (1.6 trillion). India (1.9 trillion) is expected to hold the number four spot of leading countries associated with Muslim economic influence even though it is a Hindu-majority country. (Note, these figures are for the estimated GDP at the disposal of Muslim populations in these countries. For instance, the total GDP of India in 2020 is projected to be nearly 13 trillion $PPP.)
Religiously unaffiliated  The growth of the global religiously unaffiliated population is slowing at a much faster rate than global population growth.  The largest share of the world's religiously unaffiliated population lived in the Asia-Pacific region as of 2010 with over half of the entire world's unaffiliated people living in China alone. Population growth of the religious unaffiliated population in the Americas is expected to be substantially higher than growth in other regions of the world.  Economic growth among the global religiously unaffiliated population is expected to be on par with global economic growth in the years ahead.  The global distribution of economic influence associated with religiously unaffiliated populations is expected to grow in the Asia-Pacific region, with economic influence decreasing slightly in Europe and the Americas.
The religiously unaffiliated population includes atheists, agnostics and those who claim no specific religious identity. Some people having no religious affiliation may still hold religious or spiritual beliefs and may even attend religious worship services and ceremonies. Estimates are based on censuses and surveys that ask respondents to self-identify their religion. Thus, the estimates do not indicate level of religious practice or religious beliefs, but religious affiliation with a religious group.
Religiously unaffiliated population growth and regional change
The religiously unaffiliated population numbered about 700 million or about 19% of the world's population in 1970. By 2010, the world's religiously unaffiliated population grew to 1.1 billion people, but fell as a share of the world's population to about 16% of global population. Looking forward to 2050, the number of religiously unaffiliated persons is expected to grow only slightly to about 1.2 billion and continue to fall as a share of the world's population (13%). The growth rate of the religiously unaffiliated population is expected to become negative in the decades ahead, from about 0.6% annual growth between 2010 and 2015 to -0.2% annual growth between 2045 and 2050. The slowing growth and eventual shrinking of the religiously unaffiliated population is not on par with global population growth which is expected to slow in the decades ahead but not become negative.
The regional concentration of the religiously unaffiliated population around the world is expected to change in future decades. The share of world's religiously unaffiliated population is expected to decline in the Asia-Pacific region from 76% in 2010 to 68% in 2050 (see chart) as fertility rates in this part of the world continue to decline. Meanwhile, the share living in the Americas is expected to grow significantly in future years from about 9% of the world's religiously unaffiliated population in 2010 to 14% in 2050 as populations in this part of the world are projected to increasingly turn from having a religious affiliation to having no religious affiliation. The percentages of the world's religiously unaffiliated population living in Europe is expected to be about the same in future decades, although increase in absolute numbers and increase as a share of Europe's overall population.
In 2010, over 8-in-10 people in the world with no religious affiliation (86%) could be found in 10 countries -China (700 million), Japan (72 million 
Religiously unaffiliated economic growth and regional change
Estimated global GDP at the disposal of religiously unaffiliated populations is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 80% (see chart), from an estimated 19 trillion $PPP to 34 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP is slightly higher than the global projected GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. A similar pattern is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among the religiously unaffiliated population expected to increase by 245% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, China's population is majority-religiously unaffiliated; however, each religious group holds a share of China's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with the religiously unaffiliated population is expected to change only slightly between 2010 and 2020. As shown in the chart, the share of global GDP at the disposal of the religiously unaffiliated population in the Asia-Pacific region is expected to increase slightly (56% to 62%) with corresponding decreases for the religiously unaffiliated population living in Europe (24% to 19%) and the Americas (19% to 18% Top countries contributing to global GDP at the disposal of religiously unaffiliated populations are not expected to change significantly between 2010 and 2020. In 2010, the leading countries included China (6.3 trillion), Japan (2.7 trillion), the United States (2.6 trillion), Germany (0.7 trillion) and South Korea (0.7 trillion). In 2020, the leading countries of GDP at the disposal of religiously unaffiliated populations are expected to include China (14.6 trillion), the United States (4.4 trillion), Japan (3.6 trillion), South Korea (1.2 trillion) and Germany (1.1 trillion). (Note, these figures are for the estimated GDP at the disposal of religiously unaffiliated populations in these countries. For instance, the total GDP of China in 2020 is projected to be over 28 trillion $PPP.)
Hinduism  The number of Hindus in the world is expected to grow by 400 million people between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to remain about the same share of the world's population in the decades ahead.  The largest share of the world's Hindus lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably India) as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Economic growth among the global Hindu population is expected to significantly outpace global economic growth, mostly led by the rising economic growth of India.  India holds nearly all of the world's economic influence of Hindus, but Hindus in the United
States and the United Kingdom combined have an estimated global economic influence of about a quarter trillion dollars ($PPP) as of 2010.
Hindus include a heterogeneous group of traditions mostly located in India, of which worship devoted to the god Vishnu and Shiva feature most prominently. Estimates are based on censuses and surveys that ask respondents to self-identify their religion. Thus, the estimates do not indicate level of religious practice or religious beliefs, but religious affiliation with a religious group.
Hindu population growth and regional change
Hindus numbered nearly half a billion or about 13% of the world's population in 1970. By 2010, the world's Hindu population topped a billion people and grew to 15% of the world's population. Looking forward to 2050, the number of Hindus is expected to grow modestly to about 1.4 billion people, but remain around 15% of the world's population. As is expected for all major religious groups, the growth rate of Hindus is expected to decline, from about 1.3% annual growth between 2010 and 2015 to 0.2% annual growth between 2045 and 2050. By way of comparison, annual population growth for the world as a whole is anticipated to be 0.4% by 2050, slightly higher than projected for Hindus.
The regional concentration of Hindus around the world is expected to remain very stable in the decades ahead. Although the shares of the world's Hindu population is expected to increase slightly in regions outside of the Asia-Pacific region, 99% of Hindus are still expected to live in the Asia-Pacific region in 2050 -about the same share estimated to have lived in the Asia-Pacific region in 2010.
In 2010, nearly all of the world's Hindu population could be found in 3 countries -India (974 million), Nepal (24 million) and Bangladesh (13 million). In 2050, the top 3 countries representing nearly all of the world's Hindu population is projected to be the same: India (1.3 billion), Nepal (38 million) and Bangladesh (14 million).
Hindu economic growth and regional change
Estimated global GDP at the disposal of Hindu populations is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 130% (see chart), from an estimated 5 trillion $PPP to 11 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP is substantially more than projected global GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. A similar pattern of higher than global growth is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among Hindus expected to increase by 615% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, India's population is majority-Hindu; however, each religious group holds a share of India's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with Hindu populations is expected to remain largely the same between 2010 and 2020. Between 92% and 95% of global GDP at the disposal of Hindu populations is expected to remain in the Asia-Pacific region.
Not surprising, the top country contributing to global GDP at the disposal of Hindu populations is India with 4 trillion $PPP in 2010 and 9 trillion $PPP in 2020. Somewhat surprising are the countries in second and third position for GDP at the disposal of Hindu populations -the United States (160 billion in 2010 and 300 billion in 2020) and the United Kingdom (60 billion in 2010 and 90 billion in 2020), countries with a high number of Hindu migrants, but still a minority population.
Buddhism
 The number of Buddhists in the world is expected to remain nearly 500 million people between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to decrease as a share of the world's population.  The largest share of the world's Buddhists lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably China) as of 2010 and is estimated to continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Despite its population stability, economic growth among the global Buddhist population is expected to be on par with global economic growth, largely due to China's economic rise.  China and Japan jointly hold nearly all of the world's economic influence of Buddhists at well over six trillion $PPP, but Buddhists in the United States are estimated to have a global economic influence of over 400 billion $PPP as of 2010.
Buddhists include the three major traditions of Mahayana Buddhism, Theravada Buddhism and Vajrayana (sometimes described as Tibetan) Buddhism. Buddhists in this analysis also include members of groups like Soka Gakkai and Hoa Hao, but still identify as Buddhists. Estimates are based on censuses and surveys that ask respondents to self-identify their religion. Thus, the estimates do not indicate level of religious practice or religious beliefs, but religious affiliation with a religious group.
Buddhist population growth and regional change
Buddhists numbered nearly a quarter billion people or about 6% of the world's population in 1970. By 2010, the world's Buddhist population reached nearly half a billion people and grew to about 7% of the world's population. Looking forward to 2050, the number of Buddhists is expected to be about the same at half a billion people, but decline to around 5% of the world's population. Buddhists currently have a positive annual growth rate of about 0.5%; however, by 2050 it is estimated the annual growth rate will be negative at -0.4%, largely due to China's demographic contraction. By way of comparison, annual population growth for the world as a whole is projected to slow, but not become negative.
The regional concentration of Buddhists around the world is expected to remain very stable in the decades ahead. Although the shares of the world's Buddhist population is expected to increase slightly in regions outside of the Asia-Pacific region through migration to North America, Europe and the Middle East-North Africa region, the overwhelming majority (98%) of Buddhists are expected to continue living in the Asia-Pacific region in 2050.
In 2010, nearly all (94%) of the world's Buddhist population could be found in 10 countries, including China (244 million), Thailand (64 million), Japan (46 million), Burma-Myanmar (38 million), Sri Lanka (14 million), Vietnam (14 million), Cambodia (14 million), South Korea (11 million), India (9 million) and Malaysia (5 million).
In 2050, the top 10 countries representing nearly all (93%) of the world's Buddhist population is projected to be largely the same, but in a slightly different order: China (242 million 
Buddhist economic growth and regional change
Estimated global GDP at the disposal of Buddhist populations is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 85% (see chart), from an estimated 6 trillion $PPP to 11 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP is more than global projected GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. Also, slightly higher than global growth is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among Buddhists expected to increase by 224% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, Thailand's population is majority-Buddhist; however, each religious group holds a share of Thailand's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with Buddhist populations is expected to remain largely the same between 2010 and 2020. About 95% of global GDP in 2010 was at the disposal of Buddhist populations living in the Asia-Pacific region, and it is expected to remain at nearly 95% for 2020. Interestingly, about 4% of global GDP at the disposal of Buddhist populations is held by Buddhists living in the Americas.
Not surprising, the top country contributing to global GDP at the disposal of Buddhist populations is China with 2.2 trillion $PPP in 2010 and 5.2 trillion $PPP in 2020. In 2020, China is followed by Japan (1.5 trillion), Thailand (1.3 trillion) and South Korea (0.5 trillion). Somewhat surprising is that the United States is the country with the fifth largest economic influence among the global Buddhist population, with a projected 400 billion $PPP at the disposal of U.S. Buddhists.
Judaism
 The growth of the global Jewish population is slowing more quickly than the world overall; however, the number of Jews is still anticipated to be about two million more in 2050 than they were in 2010 (increasing from about 14 million in 2010 to slightly more than 16 million worldwide in 2050).  The largest share of the world's Jews lived in the Americas (mostly in the United States) as of 2010, while the largest share of Jews is expected to be in the Middle East-North Africa region (namely Israel) by 2050.  Economic growth among the global Jewish population is expected to increase, but be significantly less than economic growth in the world as a whole.  In the years ahead, the global distribution of economic influence associated with Jewish populations is expected to slightly decrease in the Americas with corresponding slight increases among Jewish populations living in the Middle East-North Africa region.
The Jewish population includes those who identify religiously as Jewish. The Jewish population in this report does not include those with Jewish ancestry or identify as "cultural" or "ethnic" Jews without some identity with the Jewish religion. Estimates are based on censuses and surveys that ask respondents to self-identify their religion. Thus, the estimates do not indicate level of religious practice or religious beliefs, but religious affiliation with a religious group.
Jewish population growth and regional change 
Jewish economic growth and regional change
Estimated global GDP at the disposal of Jewish populations is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 41% (see chart), from an estimated 0.8 trillion $PPP to 1.2 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP, however, is less than the global projected GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. A similar pattern is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among Jews expected to increase by 93% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, Israel population is majority-Jewish; however, each religious group holds a share of the Israel's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26. Other religions as a group  The number of people belonging to other religions in the world is expected to grow by about 30 million people between 2010 and 2050, but is projected to decrease as a share of the world's population.  The largest share of the world's other religion population lived in the Asia-Pacific region (notably China) as of 2010 and will continue to live in this region in the decades ahead.  Despite its slow population growth, economic growth among the global other religion population is expected to outpace global economic growth.  China holds about two-thirds of the world's economic influence of other religions.
Other religions include religious traditions not covered elsewhere in this report. These religions include folk religions often identified along ethnic lines and sometimes mixed with local beliefs of other major religions. Examples of these folk religions include traditional African religions and Chinese ancestral belief systems. The other religion category also includes groups like Baha'i, Jainism, Shintoism, Sikhism and Taoism that do not have sufficient data to have their own category across all country censuses and surveys.
Populations belonging to other religions numbered about 470 million people or about 13% of the world's population in 1970. By 2010, the world's other religion population was about the same population size, but decreased to about 7% of the world's population. Looking forward to 2050, the number of people adhering to other religions is expected to be slightly higher than 500 million, but decrease to around 5% of the world's population. Those adhering to other religions currently have a positive annual growth rate of around 0.7%; however, by 2050 it is estimated the annual growth rate will be negative and slightly below -0.1%. By way of comparison, annual population growth for the world as a whole is projected to slow, but not become negative.
The regional concentration of those adhering to other religions around the world is expected to remain fairly stable in the decades ahead. Although the shares of the world's other religion population is expected to increase slightly in SubSaharan Africa, the majority (82%) of people adhering to other populations are expected to continue living in the Asia-Pacific region in 2050 (see chart).
In 2010, most (90%) of the world's populations adhering to other religions could be found in 10 countries, including China (303 million), Vietnam (40 million), India (33 million), Taiwan (14 million), Japan (6 million), North Korea (6 million), Brazil (6 million), South Sudan (3 million), Burma-Myanmar (3 million), Burkina Faso (3 million).
In 2050, the top 10 countries representing nearly all (85%) of the world's other religion population is projected to be largely the same, but in a slightly different order: China (294 million), Vietnam (46 million), India (34 million), Taiwan (11 million), Brazil (9 million), United States (8 million), Burkina Faso (8 million), North Korea (7 million) and South Sudan (7 million). China, Vietnam, India, Taiwan, the United States and North Korea each are represented on other top 10 lists, an indicator of the religious diversity present in each.
Other religions' economic growth and regional change Estimated global GDP at the disposal of populations adhering to other religions is expected to increase between 2010 and 2020 by 110% (see chart), from an estimated 5 trillion $PPP to 10 trillion $PPP. This growth in GDP is more than global projected GDP growth of 70% between 2010 and 2020. A similar pattern of higher than global growth is expected to occur between 2010 and 2050 with estimated global GDP growth among other religions expected to increase by 362% whereas global GDP is expected to increase by 216% for the same time period.
GDP estimates are based on the population distribution of religious groups within individual countries. Adjustment weights were used to take into account income differences between religious groups within countries. Consequently, the GDP of countries with religiously diverse populations is shared by a number of religious groups, not only the majority religious group. For example, China's population has many people who belong to other and folk religions; however, each religious group, including those besides other and folk religions, holds a share of China's GDP, weighted by income differentials by religious group. It is important to note that other measures of economic power apart from GDP are important, especially since GDP involves all aspects of the economy, not just household spending. However, GDP is the most available measure for future change as well as the most consistent measure available across countries. For more information on how economic estimates were calculated, see the report's methodology on page 26.
The regional breakdown of global economic influence associated with other religion populations is expected to remain largely the same between 2010 and 2020. About 90% of global GDP at the disposal of other religion populations is in the Asia-Pacific region. Interestingly, about 7% of the global GDP at the disposal of other populations is held by people belonging to other religions living in the Americas.
Not surprising, the top country contributing to global GDP at the disposal of other religion populations is China with 2.7 trillion $PPP in 2010 and 6.4 trillion $PPP in 2020. In 2020, China is followed by Taiwan (0.9 trillion), Japan (0.3 trillion) and India (0.5 trillion).
Methodology
This project employs the best economic and religion data available (see below) to present a global view of the shape of future faith and economic change. The project does not aim to provide a direct causal link between religious behavior and economic practices. Instead, it seeks to connect self-identified religious affiliation with economic environments around the world. In this way, religion and religious change is neither analyzed as a causal force leading to economic change nor is economic change analyzed as a causal force in religious change. Instead, the analysis provides a global perspective of how the relative size and economic power of religious groups today and how these dynamics are expected to change in the near-and long-term future. This methodology includes four sections: (1) a description of the data used to calculate estimates, (2) the basic method in calculating estimates, (3) data limitations and potential biases, and (4) an appendix of source data and assumptions used for individual countries.
Data
Although religion and economic data estimates were produced by researchers for this project, all estimates contained in this report relied on leading religious and economic indicators generated by other organizations. 1 Projections were calculated by the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) and use gold-standard demographic methods in projecting population change. The underlying data used to produce the projection estimates involved years of data gathering and harmonization, including religious-specific fertility and migration rates for every country of the world, current size of religious groupings and estimates for religious switching. (Brill, 2015) -For the 1970 religion estimates, researchers used data from the WRD, which is also a source for some of the Pew Research Center's baseline 2010 data. Besides census and survey reports, the WRD estimates also take into account other sources of information on religious affiliation, including anthropological and ethnographic studies as well as reputable statistical reports from religious groups themselves. The WRD is an outgrowth of the international religious demography project at Boston University's Institute on Culture, Religion and World Affairs.
Pew Research Center
World Religion Database
International Monetary Fund's World Economic Outlook Database (April 2015)
-The IMF bi-annually produces past, current and short-term future estimates for Gross Domestic Product -GDP ($PPP) of most countries in the world. Estimates for this project relied on GDP ($PPP) estimates for 2010 and 2020. (No. 95 -May 2014) -Using economic and population data, the OECD periodically releases long-term projections of economic change for OECD countries, BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, Indonesia and South Africa) and the remainder of the world as its own separate category. This project uses estimates at decade intervals between 2010 and 2050, pairing them with Pew Research Center's estimates of the size of religious groups in the same decade intervals.
OECD Long-term Baseline Projections
Various country-specific datasets (see appendix) -various micro-datasets (census, survey) were analyzed to estimate the relative religious differences in income across the seven religious groupings in most countries of the world. When reliable data was unavailable, religious groupings were assumed to have economic equality.
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These data were leveraged to weight population shares of religious groupings in a given country by their total GDP ($PPP). All these data permitted short-term and long-term global estimates for about 98% of the world's population in 2010. Weights based on differences in income-levels of religious groupings within countries were used for about 83% of the world's population.
Method
Short-term economic comparisons (2010 and 2020) Each country's estimated GDP ($PPP) in 2010 and projected for 2020 by the IMF was redistributed according to the religious population distribution of the country, as assessed in 2010 and projected for 2020 by the Pew Research Center. These estimates of GDP held by particular religious groups in each given country for 2010 and 2020 were adjusted based on income-level differences across religious groupings. Finally, these country estimates are summed globally to obtain global estimates of GDP held by each of the seven religious groupings in 2010 and 2020.
As an example, the United States had an estimated GDP ($PPP) in 2010 of 14.96 trillion dollars. As of 2010, the religious breakdown of the country was estimated to be 78.3% Christian, 16.4% religiously unaffiliated, 1.8% Jewish, 1.2% Buddhist 0.9% Muslim, 0.6% Hindu, and 0.8% other religions. However, some religious groupings in the United States are known to have higher incomes and be wealthier than other religious groupings. Consequently, a simple redistribution of the country's GDP according to population shares is inappropriate.
Using data from the pooled years of 2008, 2010 and 2012 of the U.S General Social Survey, differences in income across religious groups were calculated. Standardized weights were calculated according to the median household income of respondents by religious grouping. With a weight of one indicating no greater or lesser level of income relative to other religious groupings, Jews were found to have the highest standardized weight at 1.49, followed by Hindus at 1.41, and Buddhists at 1.18. All other religious groupings have standardized weights less than 1 with 0.81 among the religiously unaffiliated, 0.74 among both Christians and folk and remaining religions and 0.62 among Muslims.
A final standardized weight for the redistribution of GDP ($PPP) that takes into account both population shares as well as income inequality was calculated for each country. The numerator of the final standardized weight involved the multiplication of the population share of each religious group by the religious groupings' income standardized weight. The denominator of the final standardized weight was the sum total of the calculations found across the numerators.
This final standardized weight consisting of both the population share of each religious grouping and their level of income inequality vis-à-vis other groupings resulted in a slightly different set of percentages to redistribute the 2010 United States' GDP ($PPP) than if only population shares were used: about 75.0% held by Christians (less than the 78.3% population estimate for Christians), 17.2% held by the religiously unaffiliated (more than the 16.4% population estimate for the religiously unaffiliated), 3.5% held by Jews (more than the 1.8% population estimate for Jews), 1.7% held by Buddhists (more than the 1.2% population estimate for Buddhists), 1.1% held by Hindus (more than the 0.6% population estimate for Hindus), 0.7% held by Muslims (less than the 0.9% population estimate for Muslims) and 0.8% other religions (about the same as the 0.8% population estimate for other religions).
Applying these weighted percentages to United States' total 2010 GDP ($PPP) of 14.96 trillion dollars results in approximately 11.22 trillion dollars held among Christians, 2.57 trillion held among the religiously unaffiliated, about 0.53 trillion held by Jews, 0.26 trillion held by Buddhists, 0.16 trillion held by Hindus, 0.11 trillion held by Muslims and 0.12 trillion held by other religions.
The same method for 2020 projections was employed for each religious grouping in each country of the world. Global estimates of GDP ($PPP) held by religious groupings were summed across countries to obtain changes in GDP associated with religious grouping between 2010 and 2020.
Most count estimates (populations, GDP, percentages) presented in this report are rounded so that false certainty with more precise estimates are not introduced. Although estimation of population growth, projections of populations, and the application of these estimates to global GDP is valuable information, it is important to remember these are estimates and projections, not numbers of significant certainty.
Long-term economic comparisons (2010 to 2050)
The same method employed for short-term economic comparisons by religious grouping in each country was applied to the calculation of long-term economic estimates by religious grouping. OECD long-term forecasts prioritize OECD and BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, Indonesia and South Africa) in their estimates. The remaining countries fall into a remainder category. This remainder group represents a very small share of the world's GDP in any future decade (5% or less of global GDP). To calculate the religious holdings of this remainder group, the global religious distribution after economic inequality weights for the combined set of countries this remainder group represented was applied to the GDP ($PPP) estimate provided by the OECD for each decade.
Data limitations, assumptions and potential biases
Economic inequality by country Household and individual income in micro-data was used to estimate income inequality across religious groupings for many countries of the world. Income is not perfectly correlated with wealth or holding of GDP within a given country; nonetheless, it is the best cross-national indicator that can be used to assess economic inequality across religious groupings.
Data limitations
Additionally, the economic estimates by religion presented in this report are based on other estimates of religion and economics that have their own limitations and potential biases. For a deeper understanding of how the underlying data for faith and economics were shaped, please consult the methodologies of each organization's report.
